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Injudicious Judge 

Mississippi Federal Judge Told Courtroom 
Anecdotes at Banquet About Negroes 


E7 


By Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 

THE NEWEST Fed oral 


judge in Mississippi has 
aroused deep concern in the 
civil rights movement and 
among white lawyers with 
some unjudicial remarks car- 
rying racial overtones. 

The occasion was a ban- 
duet Jan. 24 at the Edgewa- 
ter Hotel in Gulfport, Miss. 
Dan Monroe Russell, who be- 
c a m e a district judge last 
Oct. 25, amused the all-white 
audience with patronizing 
anecdotes about “colored 
persons” appearing in his 
court. 

To the dismay of lawyers 
in the audience, Judge Rus- 
sell proceeded to recount in 
humorous fashion the cases 
of two Negroes who were ar- 
raigned in his court that very 
afternoon. The punch line of 
one story (involving a Negro 
defendant charged with mis- 
use of the mail): “You know, - 
Judge, I never 'thought three 
five -cent stamps would get 
me in all this trouble.” 

An informal protest haS 
been made to the Justice De- 
partment, but it’s doubtful 
anything can be done. The 
time for protest was last Oc- 
tober when President John- 
son heeded the urgings of 
Sen. James O. Eastland (D- 
Miss.) and named Russell to 
the Federal bench. 

As a Gulf Coast lieutenant 
of the state political machine 
run by Eastland and Gov. 
Paul Johnson, Russell was 
known as a patronage dis- 
penser, not a lawyer. Despite 
misgivings, however, promi- 
nent Mississippi lawyers did 
not protest his nomination. 
Nor, unbelievably enough, did 
civil rights groups. No oppo- 
sition showed up at the Senate 
hearing on his nomination. 

This contrasted sharply 
with the vicious though un- 
successful campaign waged 
last summer by civil rights 
groups when former Missis- 
sippi Gov. J. P. Coleman, a 
distinguished lawyer and ra- 
cial moderate,- was named to 


the United States Court of 
Appeals. 

Ironically, at the same ban- 
quet where Judge Russell 
used his old plantation hu- 
mor at the expense of Negro 
defendants, Judge Coleman 
delivered a moving appeal on 
the need for the two races to 
live together in the South, 
just as two families in the 
same household. 

Republican Lindsay 

ROBERT PRICE, stormy 
petrel and political planner 
for Mayor John V. Lindsay of 
New York, made a behind-the- 
scenes attempt last week to 
refurbish his chief’s tattered 
Republican credentials. 

This was the most surpris- 
ing and still unreported as- 
pect of Deputy Mayor Price’s 
talk to a closed-door national 
Republican strategy session 
here on how to win the big 
cities. Although Price ad- 
vised Lindsay in the cam- 
paign to get as far from the 
Republican Party as possible, 
he told the Washington ses- 
sion a different tale. 

Price insisted the split be- 
tween Lindsay and the 
party was exaggerated by the 
press. “Don’t believe what 
you read in the newspapers,” 
he said. “We worked closely 
and harmoniously together.” 

Although contemptuous of 
New York City’s threadbare 


Republican organization dur- 
ing the campaign, Price had 
only a cold shoulder for 
many parly leaders, as we re- 
ported last October from 
New York. But last week, he 
insisted: “In every case, we 
worked closely with the Re- 
publican leaders, and there 
was comparatively little fric- 
tion.” 

With his Republican listen- 
ers beaming. Price brought 
a round of applause by hint- 
ing that the Lindsay Admin- 
istration was on the alert to 
replace Democratic office 
holders in city hall with Re- 
publicans. 

Bond’s Friends 

ALTHOUGH AS A candi- 
date for the Georgia legisla- 
ture Julian Bond pledged 
support of state Democratic 
candidates, he is collaborat- 


ing on a national scale with 
a left-wing movement aimed 
against liberal Democrats. 
Bond, a national figure after 
the legislature’s outrageous 
refusal to seat him, is thus 
being used as a symbol by 
extremists. 

Bond was scheduled as 
honored guest and speaker to-., 
night at a meeting organized 
by and to be held in the j 
Northwest Washington home,} 
of Arthur I. Waskow. jj 

Waskow heads the insti-S 
tute of Special Studies which! 
takes the line that the United I 
States started the cold wart 
and still accelerates it. Was- 1 
kow’s new consuming inter- f 
est is to form a. leftist politi-f 
cal action organization whichl 
will run candidates againsjf 
Congressmen who suppoi* 
President Johnson in VieP 
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